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of an old woman, thus allowing the erotic element to
recede as far as possible into the background.
It is later revealed to Hennas that this old woman is
the Church, whereby the concrete and personal is dissolved
into an abstraction and the ideal gains an actuality and a
reality which it had never before possessed. Thereupon
the old woman reads to him from a mysterious book
directed in general against the heathen and apostates, but
whose exact meaning he is unable to seize. Subsequently
we learn that the book contains a mission. Thus the
sovereign lady presents him with his task, which as her
knight he needs must accomplish.
The trial of virtue is also not lacking. For, not long
after, Hermas has a vision, in which the old lady appears,
promising to return about the 6fth hour, in order to explain
the revelation. Whereupon Hermas betook himself into
the country to the appointed place, where he found a
couch of ivory, set with a pillow and a cover of fine linen.
"As I beheld these things lying there", writes Hennas,
" I was sore amazed, and a quaking fell upon me and my hair
stood on end, and a dreadful fear befell me, because I was alone
in that place. But when I came once more to myself, I remem-
bered the glory of God and took new courage ; I knelt down and
again confessed my sins unto God, as I had done before. Then
she drew near with six young men, the which also I had seen
before, and stood beside 'me and listened while I prayed and
confessed my sins unto God. And she touched me and said:
' Hennas, have done with all thy prayers and the reciting of thy
sins. Pray also for righteousness, whereby thou mayest bear
some of it with thee to thy house.' And she raised me up by the
hand and led me to the couch, and said unto the young men:
* Go and build !' And when the youths were gone and we were
alone, she said unto me: ' Sit thee here !' I said unto her:
1 Mistress, let the aged first be seated.' She said : ' Do as I said
unto thee and be thou seated.1 But, when I made as though to
seat myself upon her right hand, she motioned me with a gesture
of the hand to be seated upon her left.
" As I wondered thereat, and was troubled, that I might
not sit upon the right side, she said unto me: ' Why art thou
grieved, Hennas ? The seat upon the right is for those who